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Message!
from the |
Vice Chancellor |
Frol. Kapits . A. Goonasshare
As the Vice Chancellor afﬂiﬁlhuv@rsity it
is with great pleasure that 1 write this
message to the first issue of UNIVOTEC
ewaleticr. T congeaaline the Committee
for Publications and Media for their effors
in making this newsletter a reality.

As thisissue gapauﬂupnut UNIVOTEC i is.
busy enrolling new batches of students fm—
the degree programs, making arrangements
for the first Convocation and Diploma
awdrding ceremony in addition to other
dmlmtmmm%mmamm are
m lime with the university's efforts “1o be the
leading university providing teehnical and
voeational education for all with: mpmnns
to achieve professional excellence” ay
envisaged in our vision statement. This is
undoubtedly o period in which the
Unimrry is undergmrq changes and
concentrating on campaigns to educate its
stakeholders in regard to functions and all
other academic endeavors planned by the
university for the benefit of the youth of Sri
Lanka. These changes evolve as a
seemingly natural response to the various
needs of the stakeholders and all our clients.

I take this opportunity to thank all those wha
have contributed in numerous ways fo
produce this newsletter and fervently hope.
that with time it will carry improvements
that reflects the needs of the time,
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NVQSL 15 the key element in the
government initistive of unifyving the
provision of technical and vocational
edocation and waining ( TVET ) in 8n
Lanka. Itis based on national competency
standards m consultation with the industry.
Mational competency standards specifies
technical and employability competencies
required by different occupations at
NVOSL awards

qualifications at seven differem levels

different levels.

These are illustrated in the following table.
Qualilicotions st levels 1 o4 are offered by

public, private and NGO tramning providers.
NV level 5 and 6 are awarded by the nine
Colleges of Technology, established n
each provinee of Sri Lanka,

Thiese colleges are functioning under the
Department of Technical Education and
Training. Level 7 qualifications are offered
by the University of Vocational Technology
{ UNIVOTEC ). NVOSL framework
provides avenues for upward mobility from
craft to lechnician and from technician to
higher education levels. The following
figure illustrates the pathway for a person to
upgrade the gualifications from NVQ level

ltaT.

levais of skills & experesnce.
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National Vocational Qualifications Framework of Sri Lanka
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Continuing Education Centre

The Continuing Education Centre mainly
focuses on the continuity of the Diploma,
Certificate and other short-term courses
which were conducted by the MNational
Institute of Technical Education of Sn
Lanka repealed on the 12" of October 2009
by the Universily of Vocational
Technology Actnumber 31 of 2008, All the

diplomas that  are conducted at
UNIVOTEC fall under Continuing
Education Centre.

Media Courses

National Diploma in Television Program
Production Technology (NDTPP) = 1Year

This 15 one of the most popular progrmmes;
The employment placement of the
programme is one hundred per cent. There
are instances of offering  employment
ppportunities 1o trainees  from  various
video production agencies, television
channels and the like, even before the
course 18 over. Such is the reputation of this
Diploma.

National Diploma in Television Posi-
production Technology (NDTPT) = 1Year

Similarly, the Diploma has a huge demand.
Besides the experts of the permanent staff,
many known names of the field serving
reputed organizations contribute to these
w0 progranimes a8 resource  persons
enormously. The feld tmp, in which the
NDTPT trainees have to do the final
product, is the culmunation of a well
excculed programme which mculeates
sense of responsibility and brotherhood in
trainees: -much needed ingredients to
produce a media man,

Language Courses

National Diplomain English -1 Year

It is considered as the first vear of National
Diploma in Training Technology {English
Language Teaching), which is a two year
Programime. Those who just want to
improve their Enghsh language skills
follow NDE, while those who seck an
employment. as an English Language
Teacher follow NDTT (ELT). Almost all
diplomates of NDTT (ELT)  have found
employment in VTA centres, Technical
colleges and Intermational Schools.

Engineering Courses

Natiopal Diploma in Quantity
Sarveying - 1Year

perhaps the Programme which has the
highest demand. Every yvear, a batch of 104)
students 1s recruited tor this programme,

after a selection test of over S0 applicants.
The course content is now being reviewed
Lo see that it conlorms o NV system and
initiatives have been taken to introduce a
bachelor degree in Quantity Surveying.
CEC has taken steps to revive the NDQS
{dhistance mode) which catered to Dubai
based Sri Lankan quamtity surveyors as
well.

Teacher Training Courses

MNational Certificate of Technical

Education -1 Year

Mational Certificate of Technical
Education had been especially designed for
the Instructors of Technical Colleges and it
has been arequirement for them to clear the
efficiency bar. At present, the cours¢ is
being upzraded to a diploma level course
#0 that the participants could continue their
qualification toa B Ed Tech degrees.

Short-Term Courses

Training of Assessors programme

The Tertiary and Vocational Education
Commission selects the participants from
the Staff of TVET institutes and the
industry for this five day programme which

produces assessors of NVOQ Level -4

Various governmental and non-
wovernmental organizations request CEC
to conduct Training of Trainers
programmes. World University Services
of Canada (WUSC) has been a regular
client in this regard and CEC continues
working with such organizations having
training programmes both in the campus
premises and in different locations
throughout the country.

The other major responsibility of CEC 15
to coordinate Curniculum Development
and Revision activities. The TVEC sends
the Skills Standards of a particular trade
and the Academic Staff of UNIVOTEC
summon experts in the lield and conduct
workshops to prepare the curriculum
outline, and then write the learner's guide
and the trainer's guide. The same
procedure is followed when it comes o
Curriculum Revision.

The CEC has thus gathered momentum to
become a dynamic part ofthe UNIVOTEC
life. and s resources, both human and
physical are shared wvery lavishly
whenever it matters 1o contributing to
managing of events of University
Calendar.

The CEC is only  a vear old child today; it
has completed the preliminaries to
introduce number of Certificate Courses,
especially i the ICT field, o cater to the
huge demand for such courses, ensuring
the resources of UNIVOTEC are utilized
Lo the hilt,

,E & A Livanage
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“To be the leading faculty of the
University of Vocational Technology
with willingness and ability to achieve
professional excellence in delivery of
training”

Thus, goes the vision of the Faculty of
Training Technology, one of the two main
faculties of the University of Vocational
Technology (UNIVOTEC), with a sound
mission “To provide effective training
with modern technological &
pedagogical tools to match the industry
requirements’ the Faculty of Training
Technology provides a tremendous
service to the development of the
University . It boasts of four departments
and a dedicated staff that render a service
like ne other. The currently offered
undergraduate programmes are mainly
related o traming technology which
includes pedapogical training and
technical training The teaching staff in
the TVET sector and in the industries are
also  provided the opportunity of
obtaining academic qualifications
through the Progrmmmes offered by the
Faculty of Tramming Technology, In
addition, the Facully offers degree
programmes in Information and
Communication Technology.

-

Departments of the Faculty

1. Department of Traming Technology.

2 Department of lolormation and
Communication Technology,

3. Department of Foundation Studies.

4. Department of Management Studies

Functions of the Faculty:

|.Conduct three 1CT degree programmes
for the NV level 5 or 6 diploma holders.

2.Conduct B.Ed. in Technology degree
programme for trainers having NVQ
level 5 or 6 diploma gqualification and
teachers having diploma from
Colleges of Educationand NIE.

3.Conduct B.Ed.Tech., in English
Language Teaching (ELT) degree
programme  for the diploma holders
having NYVOQ level § arv

equivalent,

4.Conduct diploma level pedagogical

training programmes for trainers serving
in. TVET instiiutions and training
managers from privale sector
institutions and industry.

>

Faculty of Training Technology

The Degrees presently offered by the FTT

are X

1 B.Tech—ICT—- Network Technology

2. B.Tech

3. B.Tech — ICT — Multimedia and Web
Technology

4. B.Ed. Tech

ICT - Softtware Technology

* [nformation & Communication
Technology

= Construction Technology
® Production Technology
= Flecirical Technology

* Electronics Technology
= Food Technology

= Epglish Language Teaching

£

U K. D. Sugathadasa
Dean
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Faculty of Industrial & Vocational Technology

Faculty of Industrial and g r .
Vocational Technology of the y
P

university has been the way
opener and the architect for f
such further studies i the
TVET. As its vision specifies
the faculty of Industrial and
Vocational Technology would
be a leader in training
providing technology
education in multi-disciplinary
technology areis.

Faculty of Industrial ‘and
Voeational Technology has
been established in the
Umiversity for conducting
degree and post degree
technology programmes with
the intention of opening
pathways for middle level
technicians in order to develop
their knowledge, skills and
attitudes to a higher level. So
far there had not been
opportunities made for middle level
technicians o obtain degree and higher
level qualifications in their respective
fields. Degree programmes that are offered
by the Faculty of Industrial and Vocational
Technology would fill this zap and create
more openings in not only conventional
technology arcas like Civil, Mechanical
and Elecirical but also more mntegrated
arcas like Buillding services, Mechatronics,
Plantation, Food and A griculture,

Having the vision ahead, the faculty
advances providing professional services
to the TVET sector. In this respect, it
focuses mainly on undergraduate
programmes, learning materials
development and rescarch. These entire
proceedings stipulate its mission as
tollows.

Mission of the faculty

To provide professional services in,

*Human resource development
offering undergraduate, post graduate
and exlension programmes

*Learning resources development
preparing leaming materials and text
books

* Research and consultancy disseminating
knowledge among the seetor institutions,
industry and individuoals

*Lstablishing haison with academics and
industry |

Departments of the Faculty

|. Department of Construction
Technology

2. Department of Manufacturing
Technology

3. Depariment of Electrical and
Electromues Technology

4. Depariment of Food and Agriculiure
Technology

Designing Degree Courses and
Resources

The faculty staff members were identified
in 2009, Degree programmes were also
identified to be implemented in 2010,
Accordingly, development of curricula
was commenced under the supervision of
cach head of department.

Three laboratones were developed under
the faculty of industrial and vocational
technology with the assistance of the
Technmical Education Development Projeet,

Those are

= Construction Laboratory
= Advanced Manufacturing Laboratory

= Electronics and IT Labaratory

FIVAT

.r"‘, ! 1'\
. !‘w \
N

The Degrees presently offered by the
Faculty of Industrial & Vocational
Technology

® Bachelor of Technology m Building
Services Technology

= Bachelor of Technology in
Manufacturing Technology

= Bachelor of Technology in
Mechatronics

Future Projections

The faculty has taken steps to expand its
services to other entities of technology
spectrum. Degree in Food Technology
which 15 now under designing stage 15 an
example for this, In Riure, the faculty will
open its all pathways so that the country
will get services of technologists whao
graduated in all felds required by the

MNation.

25

0. 0. Wijesinghe
Dean
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PROFESSOR DAYANTHA WIJEYSEKARA APPOINTED
AS FIRST CHANCELLOR OF UNIVERSITY OF VOCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

is Excellency the president Mahinda Rajapakse. has appointed vidya Jyothi Professor Wijeysekara, as
the lirst Chancellor of the University of Vocational Technology { UINIVOTEC)

Protessor Dayantha  Wijeysekara who 1% currently the Chairman of the Tertiary and Vocational Education
Commission, has been the Vice Chancellor of the Open University of Sri Lanka and also of the University of
Moratuwa for an unprecedented total appresate period of 15 years, having been the first Vice Chancellor to be
appointed to two Universities in 511 Lanka,

Prof Wijevsekara who started his career as a Junior Technical Officer. obtained his Doctorate in philosophy
degreelPhD) from University of Edinburgh UK., and also has been conferred with three other Honorary
Dacterates namely {DUniy) from the British Open University, (DLitt) 511 Lanka Open University and the (DSc¢) from University
of Moratuwa respectively. Furthermore, he is a Fellow of five professional bodies and has received awards from them, both local
and overseas, He has been one of the youngest Presidents of the institution of Engineers, Sr1 Lanka elected in 1992,

When he was the Secretary of the Ministry of Skills Development, Vocational Training and Technical Education n 2004, he
initiated the drafting of the Parliamentary Act for the establishment of the University of Vocational Technology, which was
eventually established in 2008,

S GG Upamalika
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At the Presencg of Media

news conference was held at the Auditorium af the Ministry of Youth Affairs

and5kills Development with the aim of educating the general public on the

abjectives of future plans of UNIVOTEC at 10.00 a.m. on 03" of lanuary 2012,
This conference was chaired by Han. Dalas Alahapperuma Minister Youth Affairs and
M Skills Development with the participation of Mr. 5 § Hevapathirana Secretary of the
o Ministry, Prof. Kapila Gunasekara Vice Chancellor, Mr. UKD Sugathadasa, Dean Faculty
of Technology, and Eng.5tanley Hettiarachchi Director Media & Information services,
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The Media Representatives were made aware of the following events at this conference

1; Thefirst convacation of the University with His Excellency the President Mahinda Rajapaksha asthe chief guest
2, Commencement of a newdegree program on film and Television industry for those employed in the sector
2 The Documentary & Short film festival tocelebrate National Youth day
4, Opening of buildi mplex for the benefits of Students,
pening of new building cormplex for the benefits udents .E st i
ENGLISH ADDS TO LUSTRE The Annoal English Day of Univotee was held with glamour on the 7 th of

October 2011 at the auditorium of the Univotee. The Vice Chancellor of the
Univotee Prof. Kapila Goonesekere graced the occasion and the Director
General of Department of Technical Education and Training Dr O Ambawatte
was the chief guest. The event highlighted the hard work brought out by the
unity of the Degree students and the siudents of National Diploma in English ai
UNIVOTEC. Hats off, to the Department of Foundation studies for a job well
done,
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UNI CAROLS
A new degree course =,

in
English language teaching
for teachers ...

The night of 2] st of December was barmoniously lit by the melodious voices of
the students of UNIVOTEC bringing out the carol service to mark the birth of
Jesus Christ. The Voices of Undergraduates and the students of National diploma
in English coloured the event. The air was filled with the Magic of Christmas, The
chief guests for the evening were Prof Kapila Goonesekere and The Acting
Director General and Dean FINVT Mr D. D Wijesinghe

_.E’ ifini Ranaswriva

his University offers the degree of Bachelor of Education in Technology ( English Language Teaching ) which

is specially designed for teachers of English who are serving in government schools, technical institutes |

private sector training centres and international schools 1n Sri Lanka with diploma level qualifications. The
course is of three year duration with common modules and ELT modules which will enhance their teaching and professional
experience  that they have gathered during teaching carcer and opens avenues for higher education and career
development,

The course will familiarize students with the qualities good teachers possess, and teach them to conduct their
classroom leaching with flexibility and effectiveness, The B.Ed {Tec ) ELT course is based on the innovations in the field of
ELT Methodology and on the needs of the students. It covers a broad range of activities and tasks arising from personal and
soeial experience in teaching. These issues assume even greater importance today due to the ongoing process of educational
reforms, emphasis given for Englishasa lifeskill and the necessity to promote high standards in education in general.

B LW S Kutaratni
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The UNIVOTEC Library 18 an academic
library that serves tertiary education. It is
one of the most comprehensive technical
libraries in Sn Lanka providing access to
over 23000 volumes and some journals, it
functions as the prmary information
sources tor students. staff, professionals
and faculties of the institute, With the
view o providing an ever improving
service, the knowledge base as well as the
access and facilities  of the library are
continually enriched.

Amaong the various types of libraries such
as public hibraries and school libranes the
UNIVOTEC library falls in to the
category of Academic¢ Library. An
library posl
technological or tertiary  education. As a
specialized library, 1t serves a well-
defined part of study, namely technical
education under the ministry of Youth
AfTairs,

academic SErVES

The mission of the library is to providing
the services of a knowledge
organization needed for effective
teaching, study and research in
Vocational and technical education and
allied subjects a1 graduate level, while
extending reader services to the
professional and mdustry conmmunity,
The library is easily accessible and study
areas, facihities and information services
are designed o create a reader fiendly
atmosphere. Knowledgeable library staft
members are available to assist readers,
whether they are looking for in depth
database research, or simply a book or
any other reference needs.

Service excellence is a quality in action,
We are committed to the ongoing

assessments  of user satistaction with our
resources and services and to continue
mprovemenl.

—

To provide the best services, we maintain
skills, knowledge and the behavioral
competencies of our staft which includes
communicating to mform staff and users
concerning library operation and resources,

Library Resources

Main part of the collection consists of

approximately 23000 volumes. New
arrivals for the hook collection are
displaved [or user information. There are
about more than 10 periodicals fitles
available at present. Currently periodicals
are always kept on display ull next issues
are teceived by the library, Old issues are
kept in selves ordered by the title of the

journal.

The following special collection are
available only for reference purposes:

* Reference Collection

* Lending Collection

* Government publication

* Curriculum collection

* [LO publication

* News cutting Collection

= Skills standards collection

* TVET Research Callection

* ICTAD publication collection
* CD Collection

Library Services

*  Builds collections virtual and primnd
and other materials
Provides instruction in rescarch and
information retrieval skills to prepare
users for learning
Offers services and hours which are
responsive to the needs of the campus
community including specialized
intormation services that are
responsive to the diverse information
needs.

* Photocopying Services (al a nominal
fec)

B Current Awareness Services
News clipping services related TVEC
seclor, new acquisitions

B Heference Collection

Reference Collection contains books on
vital subject for quick access to specific
information. These are
dictionaries. encyclopedias, rare books,
new arrivals, etc. The large number of
collection on valuable and current
technical and related books, thesis, and
other print materials available.

subject

B Lending Facilities
B Iniernet Facilities

B Journal Access

,Ef (r. WG Lpanralito
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Chairman’s Message

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the first issue of the
LINIVOTEC newsletter !

We are delighied to share with all of
vou the highlights of UNIVOTEC
activities  during the recent past and
the current news.

The newsletter stands among other
activities  planned by the Committes
for Media and Publications
established for strengthening the
academme and other work at this
university.

lhe newsletter is planned o be
published once insix months and to
be cireulated among its stake holders
and general public of the country. [t
will bring out all important events that
take place in the University in addition
tw  arlicles with mmportant themes
related to technical and vocational
educanon in general and of acaderic
value 1n particular in the coming
Is5HUes,

I am sure you all know that  this is a
time  that  the country is rapidly
undergoing changes in the TVET
sector of Sri Lanka. We being a major
partner of the system  are vested with
powers and eaper Lo contribute al our
best in this changing process for the
sustainable  development of TVET
system in Sri Lanka.

We look forward to sharing with you
all impaortant events and developments
that are taking place at this University
inthe coming issues of this newsletter

L.W.S.Kularatne
Chalmtan

Media and Publication Work Commitieg

a || Mew Director Charted Engineer Stanley ettiarachehi (Media and Information
Services) appomnted o UNIVOTEC. He = one of the proneer professional
engincers i S Lankon Television ficld who designed the first Th Delfinition
Television stdio in Sr Lanka Eng. Hettiarachehi & o visiting lecturer for seven
unnviersities and mostof the television and Ghm mstiuies. Te has published several
Television Engmncenng Books in Sinhala that has immiensely holped stodents in the
local television industry, Tle has also served as a Jury member for the Nationn! flm
lestival Tor sevierl mes.

Under the new director's supervision at UNIVOTEC are the Library, Informalion and
Communication Technology Dhiviston, Media Division, the Learning Resource Development Centre
and Continuing Education Cenlre,

Eng ettiarachehi’s vision is o promote UNIVOTECS poodwill and strengthen the media and
information services of the university o achieve industrial poals: 1t 15 no wonder that he has the
capacity to do so because he holds skills and professional expertise not only in the field of media bat
alsoin scademics and admimstration. e hos planned to cstablish a new degree program o the Gield
ol Film and Television industry for the first time in S Lanka.

UNIVOTEC Today congratulates and welcomes Eng. Stanley Hettiarachchi wishing him good luck
with new developinental conceplts 1o providea valuable service to all ik students.

Dilantha Rathnayaka
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10 Great Quotes

Do not dwell in the past,

do not dream of the future,

concentrate your mind on the present moment
- Lord Buddha (Spiritual Teacher)

A man who dare wastes
an hour of his life has not discovered

¢ uNIvoTEC
k Documentary

 Shortfilm Festival .
2012 )

With the Guidance
Elll
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Skill opment
UNIVERSITY OF VOCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
Organizes

SDacUmentary
Sy

OBShort ~Film —~festival
5 .
On Youtk

Mledivn - Sinhala ¢ I'"E-II“I' & Famail
C&ﬁ'},‘i:l‘fﬂ:ﬁ Short Film Youth Category [Age 16 - 29
Shaort Film Open Category

Documentary Opon Category

Sdlected Films Will be Screened on June 02™ & 03" 2012
@ Mahaweli Centre, Colombo 07
will b om t"ill. Tune 2012
I3
A 8 aranganie Film Hall
f-"r}:"fl'a"r"i'ﬁ:-f Film tion of S Lanka
UNWOTEC Buiiismeilady B Slopil Filim Fedliva Z01F
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CHALLENGES?

the value of life
- Charles Darwin (Naturalist)
A film iz never really good
urnless the camera is an aye
in the head of a poat
- Or=zon Welles {Filmmaker)
Mo matter how many goals you have achieved,
you must set yvour sights on higher ones
- Jessica Savitch (Mews reporter)
All photographs are accurates.
Mone of them (s the truth.

- Richard Avendon (Photographer)
Government's first duly s to protect the peaple,
not run their lives

- Ronald Reagan (President of the USA)
The only true wisdom is in knowing
you know nothing

- Socrates (Philosopher)

Ina mad world, anly the mad are sanea

- Akira Kurosawa (Filmmaker)

The hardes! thing o understand
in this werld is income tax

- Albert Einsteln (Scientist)
Love without conversation is impossible

- Mortimer Adler (Philosopher)

& Sivacheley

E B J Abeynayake
NDVPT(2011\2012)
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